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DAN NHAP:

“Tbi chi biét kinh trong tat ca nhiing gi dugc goi 1a sy song. Toi khong thé khong
thuong cam tat ca nhiing gi dugc goi 14 su séng. Do 1a khoi dau va 1a nén tang cua

luan 1y.” (Albert Schweizer, Kinh Trong S Song). *

Su sdng thanh thiéng cua con ngudi 1a do Thién Chua ban ting va phai duoc nudi
dudng, bao vé. Huy hoai mang sng khong phai 13 quyén cua con ngudi ma 1a dic
quyén cua Thién Chtia.? Con ngudi 14 quan 1y ctia cong trinh sang tao nén chi co quyén

lam chu han ché, va vi thé chi ¢6 tu do han ché vé sinh mang ctia minh.® Mang song

! Xem Jonathan Glover, “The Sanctity of Life.” trong Helga Kuhse va Peter Singer, chi bién,
Bioethics: An Anthology. (Great Britain: Blackwell Publishers Ltd., 1998), tr. 193-202, ¢ tr. 193.

2 Gido Ly ciia Hi Thanh Céng Gido, s6 2258, 2270, 2280.

3 Bernard Hiring, tir x4c tin co ban cua mlnh bién luan rang su sdng con ngu:(yi la tdng vat thiéng
liéng cua Thién Chua, va khang dinh: “Su sdng dugc giao pho cho sy tyr do va dong trach nhiém cua
con ngudi. Con ngudi chang phai 1a chii té doc 1ap ctia mang séng minh ma chi 1a ngudi quan 1y dudi



con nguoi la mdt “tai san tin thac” (trust) chir khong phai la “tai san s& hiru”

(possession) thudc quyén ki€ém soat hoan toan cua ta.

Hau hét moi nguoi chung ta déu tin ring su séng 14 diéu thanh thiéng va chap nhan
nguyén tic vé tinh thanh thiéng cta su sdng. Do6i khi “tinh thanh thiéng cua sy séng”

29 ¢¢

duoc dién ta nhu “su ton trong hodc kinh trong sy song,” “pham gia ctuia sy song con

nguoi,” “gia tri ctia sy sdng con ngudi,” tham chi “quyén dugc séng.”*® Thé nhung dau
12 ngudn gbc ctia nhitng nguyén tac nay? Sau khi tim hiéu xong nhiing giai dap cho cau
héi nay, ta s& sdn sang néu mot cau héi nira: “Tinh thanh thiéng cua su séng” duoc su
dung trong cac quyét dinh vé luan 1y nhu thé nao va trong viéc xay dung su dong tim

nhat tri v€ luan ly ra sao?

1. NGUON GOC VE TiNH THANH THIENG CUA SU SONG

Tinh thanh thiéng ctia su song c6 ngudn goc ton gido va ca nguon goc ngoai ton giao.®

Pao Cong Gido va Pao Tin Lanh d3 dwa tinh thanh thiéng ctia sy sdng lan nguoc 1én
t5i ngudn goc 12 Thién Chia va di mic cho nd ¥ nghia tén gido, dua trén nhiéu diém
gido 1y Kitd gido nhu Thién Chua sang tao vii try, Thién Chta ctu chudc, tinh bat tir
ctia linh hon, v.v... Nhin chung, Céng Gi4o phén tich ngudn gbc su séng rat giéng voi
Tin Lanh, ca hai déu nhan manh rang Thién Chaa 13 ngudn gbc va 1a chu té tdi thuong
ctia su séng con ngudi. Vi thé, Joseph Fuchs khang dinh rang: “con ngudi thudc vé
Thién Chua cach truc tiép va chi thudc vé mot minh Ngai ma thoi.”” Cling thé, James

Gustafson xem thai d0 ton trong su song la dieu “duoc goi 1én, dugc cing cd va duoc

quyén Thién Chua.” Xem Bernard Hiring, Free and Faithful in Christ, quyén 3. (New York:
Crossroad Publishing Co., 1981), tr.5.

4 Richard M. Gula, What Are They Saying about Euthanasia. (New York: Paulist Press, 1986), tr.
5

® Daniel Callahan, Abortion, Law, Choice and Morality. (New York: Macmillan Company, 1970). tr.
313.

" Callahan, Sdd., tr. 310.



phong pht hoa” nhd niém tin rang, Thién Chaa 1a Pang tac tao su sdng, duy tri su sdng

va muon su song duoc nhitng diéu thién hio.®

Norman St. John-Stevas, ngudi timg viét rat nhidu vé tinh thanh thiéng cua su
sdng theo quan diém Cong Gido La-mi, da néi rang “sy ton trong mang séng ngudi
khac vi s6 phan doi doi cta ho 1a yéu tinh cua gido huan Kitd gido. Mot khia canh khac
cua giao huan Kitb gido l1a sy nhan manh thy tao tinh (creatureliness) ciia con nguoi.
Tuyét nhién con ngudi khong c6 quyén lam chi mang séng va than xac minh. Con
nguoi khong ¢ quyén 1am chil né ma chi giit né nhu tai san tin thac danh cho nhiing

muc dich cua Thién Chtia.”®

Ciing bang cai nhin t6n gido, Paul Ramsey nhdn manh rang sy thanh thiéng cia
su song khong phai 14 nhitng gia trj tbt dep ma con ngudi gan cho su song, nhung gia

tr1 tién van cta no6 h¢ tai & moi lién h¢ gitra sy song voi1 Thién Chaa:

Ta chi c6 thé thau triét duoc quan ni¢m vé su thanh thiéng cua su séng, mot khi
nhan thic dugc réng: su séng nay duogc trao ban va bao boc bé“mg su thanh thiéng,
khong nhat thiét hé tai noi con nguoi; rang phim gia cao quy nhit ma con nguoi

c6 duoc 14 alien dignity (pham gia bt chuyén nhuong hay bat kha nhuong)™...

8 James Gustafson, The Contributions of Theology to Medical Ethics. (Wilwaukee: Marquette
University Theology Department, 1975), tr. 56; xem thém Richard M. Gula, What Are They Saying
about Euthanasia. (New York: Paulist Press, 1986), tr. 72.

% Norman St. John Stevas, The Right to Life. (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963), tr. 12.

10 Khi ban vé gi tri con ngudi 14 “alien dignity” (tam dich 1a pham gia bat chuyén nhuong hay bat
kha nhuong), diéu d6 c6 ¥ 1a nd dén tir bén ngoai t6i chir khong phat khai tir trong t6i. Nhung theo
Thielicke, né dong thoi cling 1a mot phéan thiét yéu cua toan bo con ngudi ciia téi. Vi pham gia dugc
ban cho toi ngay tir khi Thién Chua tao dung nén t6i, va vi pham gia dugc Thién Chua ban cho tir
khoi thuy do long thuong yéu, nén n6 luon ludn ¢ véi to1, nod 1a cia t6i mot cach gén bo, no thuc su
1a ctia t6i nhu moi dic tinh khéc cta toi va con bén vitng hon nhiéu. Hon nita, vi phdm gia con ngudi
1a do “bat chuyén nhuong” nén con ngudi khong can phai dat 1y né, né ciing khéng bi mat bao gio.
N6 khong tiry thudc vao mau da, phéi tinh, tri khon hay cong trang ctia toi. Chinh vi n6 1a gié tri “bat
chuyén nhuong” nén t6i khong thé dem no cho ai va ciing khong ai 1dy mat no ciia toi duoc. N6 khong
thé x6a mé vi 1a mot dAu 4n cua tinh yéu Thién Chua thAm nhuan tan cbt tuy cuc sinh tdn cua toi.
Vi pham gi4 bat chuyén nhugng ciia con ngudi chi 1é thudc vao tinh yéu Thién Chia, va vi tinh yéu



Phim gi cta con ngudi 1a sy trao dang tir Thién Chua khi Ngai tiép xtic v6i con
nguoi, chtr khong phai la sy hudng vong mong sé trd thanh cai gi do do kha nang

cua chinh con ngudi. !

Nhimng quan diém ton gido ndy xem ra khing dinh ring tinh thanh thiéng cua su
sdng va/hodc gia tri cua sy sdng khong co sin ndi tai noi sy sdng cua con ngudi. N6
cling khong tiy thudc vao su danh gia cia ngudi nay dbi voi nguoi kia hay dua vao
thanh tich cua con nguoi. Bung ra, d6 1a vi tinh thuong yéu cia Thién Chaa danh cho
chung ta. Richard Gula da dién ta diéu nay mot cach stc tich va rat dep nhu sau: Pham
gia con nguoi 1 pham gid ndi tai, khong thé chuyén nhugng,' khong thé thuong luong,
khong bat ngudn tir thanh tyu c4 nhan hay phim chat xa hoi, nhung tir chinh tinh yéu
Thién Chua, Péang tao tic ching ta theo hinh anh Ngai (Kn 1:26-27).> P4y 1a nén tang
ctia quan diém Cong Gido vé ludn 1y tinh khach quan, cic quyén cu thé cta con nguoi
va nhitng luan ct luan 1y trong gido huén cua Gido Hoi."* Vi thé, tinh thanh thiéng cua
su séng, tlc gia tri noi con nguoi, tirc “alien dignity - pham gia bat kha nhuong,” 1a do

Thién Chiia ban cho.'* Nhung chi nhitng ai chap nhan tron

bao dam nén tang gia tri khong the chuyén nhuong ctia mdi nhan vi. That Vay, pham gi4 bat chuyén
nthO’ng bao vé con ngu:01 va su sdng con ngudi 13 bat kha xam pham. Vé nguon gbc va y nghia cua

“pham gi4 bat chuyén nhuong” trong tu tudng cua Thielicke, xin xem mot tiéu ludn 1y tha cua Karen
Lebacqz, “Alien Dignity: The Legacy of Helmut Thielicke for Bioethics,” trong Neil Messer, chu
bién, Theological Issues in Bioethics. (London: Longman, Darton & Todd, 2002), tr. 50-62.

10 Paul Ramsey, “The Morality of Abortion.” trong Edward Bachelor Jr., chu bién Abortion: The
Moral Issues. (New York: Pilgrim Press, 1982), tr. 78.

1 . Nhur vay theo Richard Gula (thin hoc gia luan 1y nguoi M), “alien dignity” 1a “pham gia

bat kha nhugng”

12 Trinh thuat Sach Sang Thé cho ta biét rang & chép dinh cua cong cudc sang tao vil try 1a mot
nguoi nam va mot nguoi nit duge dung nén theo hinh anh Thién Chua. Qua moé-tip hinh anh Thién
Chua, Kinh Thanh khang dinh manh mg tinh thanh thiéng ctia con ngudi, d6 chinh 1a pham gia. Mic
nhién, trinh thuat loan bao rang chung ta dugc huong pham gia bat kha nhuong nay 1a nho tinh yéu
Thién Chua. Chinh tinh yéu nay hinh thanh nén chung ta, vugt trén moi cong trang ¢4 nhan va moi

Thién Chta chung thuy, viing bén nén pham gia ciia mdi con ngudi cling bén ving, khong phai lat.
Vi thé khi ban vé “pham gia bat chuyén nhuong” 14 cach ximg hop nhat dé



pham chét x hoi. (Kn 4-11). Xem Richard M. Gula, The Good Life: Where Morality and Spirituality
Converge. (New York: Paulist Press, 1999), chuong mét.

13 Richard M. Gula, The Good Life: Where Morality and Spirituality Converge. (New York:
Paulist Press, 1999), tr. 15.

14 Charles Curan phan d6i khai niém “alien dignity” ciia Ramsey v6i 1y do 1a n6 lam giam gia

tri nhitng cach thirc danh gia khac vé su séng von dua trén “nhitng pham trit von c6 trong su séng con
nguoi1”. Xem Charles E. Curan, Politics, Medicine, and Christian Ethics: A Dialogue with Paul
Ramsey. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1973), tr. 121.

ven 16i dién giai than hoc cho niém xac tin nay, méi c6 thé khang dinh rang su song
ludn ludn 12 mot gia tri hay mot pham gia duoc bao dam, boi vi cach thitc duy nhat dé
su séng that sy hién hitu 14 ¢ trong mdi 1ién hé véi Thién Chuaa hay con goi 1a “giao
uge.”t

Mic du nén tang than hoc cho tinh thanh thiéng cua su séng, doi hoi moi nguoi
phai khang dinh Thién Chua 1 ngudn gbc cua sy thanh thiéng nay, nhung Gido Hoi
Cong Gido thira nhan rang, rat c6 thé tinh thanh thiéng ctia sy sdng khong duoc chap
nhan noi nhitng ngudi khong ciing mot niém tin ton gido ndy. Pé cd vii cho tinh thanh
thiéng cta sy song trén nhitng nén tang ngoai ton gido, truyén thong luan 1y Cong Gido
nai dén cam nghiém phd quat vé gia tri ctia sy sbng von van co trong moi con nguoi.
Nha x4 hoi hoc Edward Shils dé suy tu theo huéng niy dé bay to rang, tinh thanh thiéng
cta su séng khong phai tir ngoai su song ma dén, nhung ¢ trong cam nghiém vé chinh
su song, “trong cam nghiém nguyén cin ring minh dang sdng, trong ndi lo s¢ bi tiéu
diét, trong tam trang kinh hoang trudc nhiing can thi¢p c6 muu toan, trong cam giac
ghé ron truéc hanh vi hity hoai mang sdng con ngudi mot cach trai tu nhién, va trong

niém kinh ngac trudc stc song ciia minh va cta dong loai.”

11 Richard M. Gula, What Are They Saying about Euthanasia. (New York, Paulist Press, 1986), tr. 28;
Daniel Callahan, Abortion, Law, Choice and Morality. (New York: Macmillan Company, 1970). tr.
313; xem thém Richard M. Gula, The Good Life: Where Morality and Spirituality Converge. (New
York: Paulist Press, 1999), tr. 3-8.



Ong goi cam nghi€m nay la “siéu hinh hoc ton gido nguyén can’ hay “siéu hinh hoc tu

nhién” vé tinh thanh thiéng cta su song.?

C6 gang tao cho duoc tinh vimg chic cta nhitng nguyén tic dau tién ludn ludn 13
viéc kho khin, va nd luc ndy c6 thé bi ngudi ta phan ddi, nhung didu dang ké trong cac
cudc tranh ludn vé viéc cb ¥ pha thai va viéc hop phap hod an tir chu dong, 12 ngay cang
c6 nhiéu nguoi chap nhan tinh thanh thiéng cua su séng nhu 1a mdt nguyén tic tong
quat. Kit6 gido va siéu hinh hoc ty nhién dya trén cam nghiém, co thé c6 suy tu khac
nhau vé nguodn goc tinh thanh thiéng cta su song, nhung ca hai bén déu nhat tri vé gia
tri ciia nd xét nhu nguyén tic dau tién. Xét cho cung, hai bén nhét tri vi 1y do rat thuc

tién. Chang han Edward Shils viét:

“Néu khong c6 su khang dinh ngay cang thém phd bién vé tinh thanh thiéng cua
su séng, duoc xem nhu nguyén tac chi dao cho doi séng xa hai thi chiing ta s€ bi
trdi dat... va néu su sdng khong duoc coi 1a thanh thiéng thi s& chang c6 gi 1a thanh

thiéng nira.”*3

Norman St. John-Stevas thi dién dat nhu thé nay:

“Mot khi nguoi ta dit ra nhitng ngoai 18, ddi voi nguyén tic vé tinh thanh thiéng

cua sy song, thi toan thé co cau cic quyén ciia con ngudi sé bi bing hoai.”**

Ca hai 6ng nhu mudn ndi rang: néu mudn cac gia tri dugc ton trong thi chiing ta
phai mic nhién cong nhan nguyén tic tinh thanh thiéng cua sy sdng. Pic Gido Hoang
Gioan Phaold II ciing ing ho quan diém nay khi ngai phat biéu: “Khi Thién Chua bi

quén lang thi y nghia ctia con nguoi, pham gia cua con ngudi va cac quyeén cua con

12 Xem Daniel Callahan, Abortion, Law, Choice and Morality. (New York: Macmillan Company,
1970). tr. 313; Richard M. Gula, What Are They Saying about Euthanasia. (New York, Paulist Press,
1986), tr. 29.

13 Richard M. Gula, What Are They Saying about Euthanasia. (New York: Paulist Press, 1986), r.30.

14 Norman St. John-Stevas, The Right to Life. (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963), tr. 14.



nguoi cling bi lang quén. Con nguoi trg nén phu thudce va chay theo nhiing s& thich

huéng lac va thyc dung.” °

Duéi 4nh sang cua nhimg ludn ct ndy, tinh thanh thiéng cua sy séng c6 vé nhu 1a
mét co s b thé chép nhén duoc, dé hy vong mai didy moi nguoi s€ déng tam nhat tri
trén phuong dién luan ly vé cac van dé su séng va su chét. Thé nhung van con d6 mot
nguyén tic mo ho cho rat nhiéu khoan luét, nghia vy va tinh huéng luan 1y. Vi du,
James Gustafson nhan ra rang bao vé niém ton trong su song ma khong doi héi rang sy
song thé 1y phai bat kha xAm pham, thi c6 nghia 1 dit nhitng lua chon luan 1y vao con
dbc truot. Hon nita, ban than long ton trong su séng chua du dé xac dinh hanh dong

thich hop, hau cho ta biét chic "sy ton trong" 1 gi va sy song cua ai phai duogc bao vé.1°

Tuy ngdy cang c6 thém dong nguoi chip nhin nguyén tic dua trén tinh thanh
thiéng cta su sdng, nhung nguyén tac nay van chua dan dén dugc sy ddng tim nhat tri
vé nhitng ndi dung ctia nd. Vay thi tai sao ta ¢t bam 1y nguyén tac nay néu nd con mo
hé nhu thé? N6 ¢6 chirc ning gi trong cudc thao luan vé an ta? David Callahan tra 10

nhu sau:

“Nguyén tac nay dién ta sy san sang doi xu an can voi sy song con ngudi, san
sang cong nhan pham gia cua nd va san sang dan than phuc vu n6. Chitic nang cta

cac qui luat 1a thuc hién va cu thé hoa nhiing hoat dong dan than nay. Sau do,

15 Xem Gioan Phaolo II, “Ha Lan va An T&”, xd luan trén nhat biao Quan Sdt Vién Ré-ma
(L'Osservatore Romano) ngay 21-02-1993, in lai trong The Pope Speaks, 38 (1993): 230 231

Dav1d Thomasma ciing cho chiling ta 161 canh bao: “Mot kh1 mem X4c tin ton gido vé nguon gbc su
song va sy chét da tan rd trong xa hoi thi chiing ta thiy rang mdi c4 nhan ty dinh doat sy séng ciia
minh.” Xem David C. Thomasma, “An Analysis of Arguments For and Against Euthanasia and
Assisted Suicide: Part One.” Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics 5 (1996): 69.

16 James Gustafson, The Contributions of Theology to Medical Ethics. (Milwaukee: Marquette
University Theology Department, 1975), tr. 62-3.



nhiing hoat dong dan than, nhu dugc tom lugc trong nguyén tic ay, lai gop phan

cua minh 1a thAm dinh tinh ding dan cta cac qui luat.”’

Néi cach khac, nguyén tic nay c6 chirc ning nhu cac nguyén tic mo thé triru tuong
thudng co trong luan 1y hoc. Ty né khong cho chiing ta biét viéc phai lam, nhung né
hoat dong nhu mot tidu chuan dé danh gia nhirng tinh hudng cu thé dua trén nguyén tic
chét thé, von ludn cd gang cho ta biét phai lam gi.'® N6i dich xac hon, véi tu cach 1a
nguyén tic mo thé, “tinh thanh thiéng cua sy séng” vach hudng cho chiing ta ning cao
chét luong sy séng con ngudi, nd khién ching ta c6 khuynh hudng 1am ra nhitng luat
1é dé bao vé su séng con nguoi. NO tao ra thai do co6 tac dung nuoi dudng mot xu hudng
manh mé& tng ho su séng con nguoi. Vi du, trong cudc thao luan vé viéc pha thai hay
van dé an tir, mot trong nhiing qui tic mo thé c6 trong nguyén tac vé tinh thanh thiéng
cta su séng, 1a khong ai dwoc quyén twée doat mang song ciia ngudi khac cach bat
cong.’® Nguyén tic vé tinh thanh thiéng cta su song bat ta phai tu van, liéu viéc chip
hanh qui tic nay sé& thay ddi dugc cudc séng ctia con ngudi hay khong. Thé nhung, dién
dich luén 1y hoc cho thiy, nguyén tic vé tinh thanh thiéng cta sy sdng vén di khong
1am ra nhimg luat 1¢ luan 1y. N6 chi vach cho ta thiy phuong hudng cong nhan va bao

vé su song.?°

1" David Callahan, Abortion: Law, Choice and Morality. (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1970),
tr. 326.

18 Xin xem cudc thao luan hiru ich vé “Qui tic mé thé” va “Qui tic chat thé” kém theo cac vi du cu
thé trong Richard M. Gula, What Are They Saying about Euthanasia. (New York: Paulist Press, 1986),
tr. 54-89.

19 Vi dy nhu sy song cta thai nhi trong 10ng me hay mang séng cta nhiing ngudi bénh nhan mic
phai nhitng can bénh v6 phuong ctru chita va c6 thé bi nhiéu dau don trén than xac. Nhung tit ca
nhitng con nguoi nay déu 1a nhiing ké vo toi, ho khong lam diéu gi pham phap c4, nén ching ta khong
c6 bat ky mot Iy do chinh déng nao dé tudc doat mang séng cia ho.

20 Richard M. Gula, What Are They Saying about Euthanasia. (New York: Paulist Press, 1986), tr.31.



Vay, du duoc dit trén nén tang ton gido hay khong, tinh thanh thiéng ctia su sdng
hién van dugc bao vé chu dao nhit, nhd nhitng nd luc cta con ngudi, nham thiét 1ap va

thuc hién cac luat 1€ bao v¢ va nudi dudng sy song.

2. QUYEN LAM CHU VA QUYEN QUAN LY
C6 lién hé chat ché va thudng dugc xem xét ciing véi nguyén tic vé tinh thanh thiéng
ctia su song, 1a nhitng nguyén tac than hoc, vé quyén chi té ctia Thién Chiia va vai tro
quan 1y ctia con ngudi. Niém tin doi than vé quyén lam chii cia Thién Chua va su quan
1y ctia con nguoi, duoc goi ra chil yéu bai nhitng ngudi chap nhan cai nhin Kitd gido
vé tinh thanh thiéng va bat khd xdm pham ciia sw séng con ngweoi.”* Poi khi ta nghe 10i
két toi rﬁng, ai can thiép dé 1am cho cai chét dén mau, hay ai dinh chi diéu tri dé cho
bénh nhan chét, tc 1a ngudi d6 “tiém quyén Thién Chuaa.”?? Loi két t6i nham nhan
manh réng, vi Thién Chua la Tac Gia cua su séng va su chét, nén thoi diém két thic su
song thudc vé Thién Chua, khong thudc vé chung ta. Rat bap bénh luc nay 1a sy hiéu
biét ctia con ngudi vé quyén lam chu va quyén quan 1y. O phan ndy, chung t6i s& ban
dén ngudn gbc, ¥ nghia va chirc ning cua nhimg nguyén tic thin hoc ndy trong cudc

thao luan vé an tu.?’

3. NGUON GOC NGUYEN TAC QUYEN LAM CHU VA QUYEN QUAN
LY
Chiém vi tri trung tAm trong ca than hoc Cong Gido®® va than hoc Tin Lanh 14 niém xac
tin rang: Thién Chta 1a Chua cua sy séng va sy chét. Niém xéc tin ndy ciing 1a mot
cach khang dinh rang: gia trj tot dinh va tinh thanh thiéng cta sy séng con nguoi la do

tir Thién Chaa ma dén. Tuyén xung Thién Chua 1a Chia cua sy séng va su chét, tic 1a

2! Plrc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaol II, Thong diép Evangelium Vitae (Tin Mimg Sw Séng): Vé Gid Tri
va Tinh Bat Kha Xam Pham cua Su Song Con Nguoi. (25-03-1995). Ban tiéng Anh trong The Pope
Speaks 40 (1995): 193-281.

22 Robert N. Wennberg, Terminal Choices: Euthanasia, Suicide, and the Right to Die. (Michigan:
WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1989), tr. 94-95.
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khéng dinh sy phan bié¢t nén tang gifta Tao Hoa va thu tao, déng thot khéng dinh réng
voi tu cach thu tao, con nguoi nhd Thién Chiia méi c6 duge sy hién hitu, gié tri va dinh
ménh t6i hau cua minh. Nhimg khang dinh nay, mic nhién néi ring khong ai duoc tu

nhan ¢6 toan quyén lam chu sinh mang ctia minh va sinh mang ctia nguoi khac.?

Nguédn gbc cua nhitng x4c tin ndy, cliing ndm & chinh nhimg gido 1y, dd dem dén
cho ta nguyén tic vé tinh thanh thiéng cta su séng. Vi du, nho gido 1y trong dao day vé
con nguodi ma Norman St. John-Stevas c¢6 thé phat biéu: “Tuyét nhién con nguoi khong
c6 quyén lam chil mang séng va than xac minh. Con ngudi khong ¢é quyén lam chii né

ma chi gilt né nhu tai san tin thac danh cho nhitng muc dich cua Thién

27 Richard M. Gula, What Are They Saying about Euthanasia. (New York: Paulist Press, 1986), tr.
32.

28 “Tuyén Ngon Ve An T khang dinh rang cd v gay ra cai chét la chdi boé quyén chu té ctia Thién
Chua d6i véi su sdng. Nguyen tac quyén lam chu thira nhan rang chung ta 1a thu tao chut khong
phai Tao Hoa. S& di viée giét ngudi bi nghiém cam 14 vi né vi pham quyén sé hitu ciia Thién Chua.
Vi Iy do nay, truyén théng Cong Gigo luén xem viéc huy hoai mang séng ngudi vo toi 1a “su dir
ndi tai” do khuyét thaim quyén (defect of right), boi 18 khong ai ¢ quyén lam diéu 4y. Khong ai
duoc ty nhan c6 toan quyén lam chu sinh mang ctia minh va sinh mang ctia ngudi khac. Xem
Richard M. Gula, Euthanasia: Moral and Pastoral Perspectives. (New York, Mahwah: Paulist
Press, 1994), tr.

26.

29 Richard M. Gula, What Are They Saying about Euthanasia. (New York: Paulist Press, 1986), tr.
30.
Chua.”? Tuong tu, Bernard Hiring tr niém x4c tin co ban ctia minh da néi 1én rang:

su song con nguoi 14 ting vat thiéng liéng ctia Thién Chia, va khiang dinh: “Sy séng
duge ky thac cho su ty do va dong trach nhiém cuia con ngudi. Con ngudi khong phai
1a chti nhan doc 1ap ciia sinh mang minh nhung 13 ngudi quan 1y dudi quyén chu té ca

Thién Chtia.”?* Paul Ramsey, véi chu dé “alien dignity” noi su song con ngudi, dd nhan

23 Norman St. John Stevas, The Right to Life. (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963), tr. 12.

24 Bernard Hiring, Free and Faithful in Christ, Vol. 3. (New York: Crossroad Publishing Co., 1981),
tr. 5.



11

manh dén su sdng nhu 14 ctia cai Thién Chia cho chung ta vay muon. Ong cho ring:
chung ta phai ton trong su sdng ctia minh va sy séng cua nguoi khac, khong chi vi su
song duoc dit nén tang noi Thién Chia ma con vi Thién Chtia da ban cho chung ta sy
sdng nhu mot gia trj tin thac dé sir dung theo ¥ ctia Ngai. Chiing ta phai bat chudc Thién

Chua, Pang da luon khang dinh va tuyét dbi bao vé su séng.?

4. Y NGHIA VA CHUC NANG CUA QUYEN LAM CHU VA QUYEN
QUAN LY

Nguyén tiac vé quyén lam chu va quyén quan 1y, di tim duogc 16i di vao nhiing cudc
tranh ludn nho nhirng ngudi tan thanh luan ¢ thir ba ctia thanh Téma Aquind chong lai
hanh vi ty t: Duy Thién Chua, Déng Tao Hoa, co quyén chu té di véi su séng va su
chét. V& phuong d ién luan 1y, viéc hity hoai sinh mang con ngudi khong thude quyén
phéan doén ty do cta con ngudi (Tong Ludn Than Hoc, II-11, q. 64, a. 5). Con ngudi chi
c6 quyén st dung su sdng nhu “Tai San Tin Thac” (Trust) hay nhu “Ting Vat” (Gift)
tir Thién Chaa, cht khong c6 quyén 1am chi né nhu
“tai san so hitu riéng” (personal possession). Vi thé, trach nhiém cua chung ta dbi véi
su sdng 13 trach nhiém cta ngudi quan 1y. Quyén 1am chu tuyét ddi 13 quyén chi danh

riéng cho mot minh Thién Chua.

Khéng bao gio duoc phép tu tir bai 18 sy séng 13 ting vat ctia Thién Chua, Pang
duy nhét c6 quyén giét chét va 1am cho sdng. Vi thé bat cir ai tw huy hoai sinh
mang cta minh 14 pham ti chong lai Thién Chua chang khac nao ké giét chét no
1é ctia ngudi khac thi pham t6i chdng lai ong chu ciia ngudi nd 18 dy, va ciing
gidng nhu ké pham toi tu phan quyét vé mot van dé ma khong hé duge uy thac

cho minh.%

2° Paul Ramsey, “The Morality of Abortion,” trong Edward Bachelor Jr., chu bién Abortion: the Moral
Issues. (New York: Pilgrim Press, 1982), tr. 80-81.

26 Thanh Téma Aquind, “Ty T C6 Hop Luat Ching,” trong Summa Theologica (T 5ng Ludn Than
Hoc), 1I-11, q. 65, a. 64, ad. 3.
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Ciing trong bai viét nay, thanh Téma khang dinh rang viéc hity hoai sinh mang con

nguoi khong thudc quyén phan doén ty do cia con nguoi:

Con ngudi lam cha chinh minh vi dugc phu cho quyén tir do Iyra chon . Nho quyén
lya chon ty do nay, con ngudi tu do tuy nghi st dung nhitng gi trén doi nay thude
quyén tu do ctia minh. Thé nhung viéc chuyén tir doi nay sang doi sau hanh phac
hon, lai khéng nam trong s6 nhimng diéu 4y, boi vi viéc chuyén di khoi doi nay

thudc ¥ muon va quyén nang cua Thién Chua.?’

Theo ludn ctr nay, con nguoi chi c6 quyén st dung chir khong ¢6 quyén lam chu
su song minh. S& di viéc giét ngudi bi nghi€ém cam vi do 1a tiém quyén va xam pham

quyén Thién Chua.

Truyén thong luan 1y Cong Gido xua nay van xem viéc hity hoai sinh mang ngudi
v6 t0i 12 “sur dir ndi tai”?® do khuyét tham quyén, vi khong ai c6 quyén nhan minh 13
chu ctia sy song. Thomas J. O'Donnell dién ta luan ct ndy cta truyén thong Cong Gido
bang cach phan biét quyén 1am chu “tuyét doi” va quyén 1am chi “hitu dung.” Quyén
1am cha tuyét dbi 1a quyén d6i véi van ménh canh chung cta con nguoi; quyén lam chi
hitu dung 13 quyén bi han ché boi thAm quyén cao hon cta ngudi khac. Trong sach gido
khoa da hiéu dinh cua 6ng vé dao dtre sinh hoc, cudn Medicine and Christian Morality
(Y Khoa va Ludn Ly Kité Gido),” ong ndi dén “dic quyén” (prerogative) thay vi
“quyén lam chii” (dominion) nhung ciing tién dén cuing mot két luan, Ay 1a: vé sinh

mang con nguodi, chung ta chi c6 quyén str dung va c6 trach nhi¢m cua nguoi quan ly.

27 Sdd.

28 Hay con goi 1a “sy dir tu ban chat”.
29 Thomas J. O'Donnell, Medicine and Christian Morality. (New York: Alba House, 1976).
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Quyén lam chu tuyét ddi, hay dic quyén, chi danh riéng cho mot minh Thién Chia ma

tho1.3°

Pén nay van chua xac dinh dugc phuong cach chinh xac dé ap dung nguyén tic
vé quyén 1am chu cta Thién Chua, vao nhimg van dé lién quan dén hanh vi can thiép
vao sy séng con ngudi. Cac nha than hoc luan 1y (Moral Theologians) st dung chil dé
nay bang nhiéu cach khac nhau vao cac van dé dao duc hoc, trong nd luc cb ging dung
hoa nhitng cing thang vé ¥ tuong con ngudi vira 1a thy tao vira 1a nguoi dong sang tao
vo1 Thién Chua. Chéng han, Bernard Héring dua ra luan ctr than hoc, minh nhién chéng
lai moi hanh vi can thiép vao qué trinh hap hdi dé két 1iéu mang séng. Ong ndi rang:
quyén tu do cua thu tao khong trai rong dén mtrc duoc tuy ti€n chon lya, budc cai chét
phai dén vao thoi diém va trong nhiing diéu kién do ching ta qui dinh. Theo Héring,
ching ta thé hién sy vién min cta quyén tw do vé cai chét béng su don nhan cai chét
mot cach tu nhién. Chi béng cach thé hién su tu do nhu thé, tirc nhin nhan su bat luc
truge tir than, ching ta méi co thé chan thanh nhin nhan minh hién hitu nhu cac thy tao
ctia Thién Chua.®! Nhu thé, Haring bién luan tir niém xac tin co ban ctia minh, rang sy
song con ngudi 1a ting pham thiéng liéng ciia Thién Chia, va ong khang dinh: “Sy
séng dugc Gy thac cho su ty do va dong trach nhiém cua con ngudi. Con nguoi khong
phai 1a chi nhan ddc 1ap cua sinh mang minh, nhung la

ngudi quan 1y dudi quyén chu té cia Thién Chuaa.”%

Trai lai, Richard Westley phan doi luén ctr nay. Trén nén tdng ni€m tin v€ sy nhap

thé, Westley phat biéu rang: Thién Chaa va con ngudi két hop lam mot dén ndi khong

30°84dd., tr. 42-43.

81 Bernard Hiring, Medical Ethics. (Notre Dame: Pides Publishers, 1973), tr. 149; xem thém Richard
M. Gula, Euthanasia: Moral and Pastoral Perspectives. (New York, Mahwah: Paulist Press, 1994),
tr. 14.

32 Bernard Hiring, Free and Faithful in Christ, Vol. 3. (New York: Crossroad Publishing Co., 1981),
tr. 5.
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thé no6i tach bach quyén cua Thién Chua, quyén cua con ngudi. Theo Westley, mau
nhiém nhap thé cho ta biét ring, Thién Chua di quyét dinh lam cho cong viéc ciia Ngai
cling 14 cong viéc cua con ngudi chiing ta. Vi Thién Chua séng trong ta, nén bat ctr diéu
gi thudc vé quyén lam chu ciia Thién Chia, thi cling thudc vé chung ta.3® Westley con
phan d6i luan diém vé quyén lam chu tuyét d6i va quyén quan Iy han ché dua trén y
nghia cla su séng nhu “tdng vat” cta Thién Chta. Theo céai nhin cia Westley, néu su
séng dugc ban cho nhu tdng vat thi né thudc quyén tu do cua chung

ta, chir n6i dén quyén quan ly trong vin mach ay tirc 1a lac dé.®*

Nhu Westley, Daniel C. Maguire ciing néu ra sy can bang giira tao hoa va thu tao
nhung 6ng dua trén nhimg co s& khac. Maguire dya vao 16i chii giai vé con ngudi xét
nhu “hinh anh ctia Thién Chtia,” nhu ngudi dong sang tao voi Thién Chua va nhu nguoi
tham gia vao sy quan phong ctia Thién Chua. Trén co sd nay, 6ng tim dugc khai diém
dé tién dén mot quyén han luan 1y rong 16n hon vé sy séng va su chét, so v6i quyén
han trong luan ctr ctia Hiring va trong nhitng luan ctr truyén théng vé quyén lam cha

cua Thién Chtia, hay quyén quan 1y cta con nguoi.®

Bruno Schiiller phan d6i bat ci ¥ kién ndo chéng lai an tir ma chi dua trén quyén
1am chu. Theo ong, khai niém quyén lam chii khong phai 13 “mot ludn ctr chdng lai an
t” ma chi 1a mot diép luan (tautology) va vi thé, theo Schiiller, nguyén tic vé quyén

1am chu chi don thuan tai phat biéu diéu can phai dugc chimg minh:

That vay, “khong dugc phép tu ti” va “khong c¢6 quyén lam chi sy song minh” 13

hai cum tir dong nghia. Néu ta n6i chi duy Thién Chua 13 Chu su song va sy chét

% Richard Westley, Catholic Perspectives: The Right to Die. (Chicago: Thomas More Press, 1980), tr.
91-92.

% Sdd.

% Daniel C. Maguire, Death by Choice. (Garden City: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1984), tr. 119.
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cua con nguoi thi, theo van mach, day chi la mdt cach dién dat vé di€u can phai

dugc chimg minh. 3¢

Nhitng vi du trén ddy cho thdy mot vai cach thirc van dung nguyén tic vé quyén
lam chu ctia Thién Chua vao nén dao dtrc sinh hoc hién dai. Westley va Maguire khong
tan thanh sy phan biét nén tang gitra tao hoa va thuy tao nhu Héring va, trudc ong, truyén
théng than hoc Cong Gido chu truong. Schiiller chi ra cho thdy nhitng han ché cua
quyén 1am chu, xét nhu mot nguyén tic than hoc trong luan ctr lun 1y nay. Do do,
khong thé néi duge rang moi nguoi sé san sang chap nhan né ma trai lai, né can phai

dugc chung minh.

Lm. Tran Manh Hing
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% Richard A. McCormick, “The New Medicine and Morality,” Theology Digest 21 (Mua dong 1973):
315.



