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DAN NHAP
Giao hoi Cong gido tuyén bd rang mang séng ctia con ngudi 13 thanh thiéng va pham
gia con ngudil 13 nén tang cho quan diém luan 1y cta x3 hoi. Niém tin ndy 13 nén tang
cho moi nguyén tic noi cic gido hudn dao dirc sinh hoc va gido huan xa hoi cia Gido
hoi Cong gido. Trong thoi dai hién nay, mang sdng con ngudi dang phai chiu su tin
cong truc tiép tr nan pha thai va an tir. Gia tri cua su séng cua con nguoi bi de doa tir
viéc nhan ban vo tinh, nghién ctru té bao gbc & phdi ngudi, va viée ap dung ban an tir
hinh, 13 nhitng vn d&é ma chung ta s& ban thao va trao d6i dé ciing nhau hoc hoi va rit
ra nhitng hudng dan thuc tién cho viéc thuc hanh luan 1y véi tu cach 13 ngudi Kitd hiru,
nham ton trong va bao vé sy song 1 qua ting quy gid nhat ma Thién Chiia ban cho nhan
loai.

! . Human Dignity: pham gia con ngudi hay con goi 1a nhan pham.



All human life-from the moment of

conception and through all
subsequent stages-is sacred, because
human life is created in the image
and likeness of God. Nothing
surpasses the greatness or dignity
of a human person...If a person's
right to life is violated at the
moment in which he is First
conceived in his mother's womb, an
indirect blow is struck also at the
whole moral order.

Pope John Paulll
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DPuc Gido Hoang? Gioan Phaol6 II khong ngirng nhan manh sy doc ddo va pham
gi4 ctia nhan vi trong c4c van pham cta ngai.’ Ngai trg di trd lai v6i chi dé nay cho du



la dang noi vé hoa binh, ngheéo doi, nang luong, tinh duc, pha thai hay tu do ton gido,
nhu xa luan bao America nhan dinh:

“Ngai nhan manh béng cach nhéic di nhéc lai rﬁng lgi ich nhén vi phai 1a thude do
t61 hau cho moi mdi quan hé giita cac qudc gia trén thé gidi, cho moi hé thng kinh
té, chinh tri va cho moi cudc dam phan vé bién gi61 lanh thd hay vé quyén uu tién
quan sy.”*

Vi dy, trong dién vin doc tai Lién Hiép Quéc, buc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold 11
phat biéu vé sy muu cau hoa binh:

“Moi phan tich phai nhat thiét khai di tir tién dé rang tuy mdi con ngudi song trong
mot canh vyc lich str, x4 hoi cu thé nhung ai ndy déu duoc pha cho mot pham gia
ma khong bao gio dugc phép ha thip, giy phuong hai hay hity hoai, trai lai phai
ton trong va bao vé néu mudn xay dyng hoa binh thyc sy.”

Cung mét ¥ tuong nhu thé, théng diép nay ciing duoc nhic lai trong Tin Ming Su
Séng - Evangelium Vitae.® Ptic Gido Hoang Gioan Phaol6 II nhic nhd ching ta: khong
mdt xa hoi dan chu dich thuc nao cé thé ton tai “néu khong cong nhan phém gia cua
mdi con ngudi va khong ton trong cac quyén ctia nguoi ay.” Hoa binh dich thyc ciing
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khong thé co duoce trir khi “sur séng duoc bao vé va thing tién” (EV, s6 101).”

2. Danh xung Puc Gido Hoang hay Puc Thanh Cha st dung trong tai liéu nay déu dong nghia nhu
nhau.

3Vi du, John Paul 11, Crossing the Threshold of Hope - Buéc Qua Nguwong Cira Hy Vong. (New

York: Alfred Knopf, 1994); Redemptoris Hominis [Piang Ciru Chudc Con Nguoi], sé6 10, Thong Diép,

ngay 4-3-1979, trong The Pope Speaks 24 (1979): 97-147; Christifideles Laici [Nguoi Tin

Hiwu Gido Dan], s6 38, Tong Huan, ngay 30-12-1988, trong The Pope Speaks 34 (1989): 1103-1168;

Centesimus Annus (D& Bach Nién), s6 39, Thong Pi¢p Xa Hoi, ngay 2-5-1991, trong The Pope Speaks

36 (1991): 273-310.

* America 141 (1979): 185.

S Origins 9 (1979): 262. Tham chiéu Richard A. McCormick, S.J., “Notes on Moral Theology: 1979.”
Theological Studies 41 (Thang 3/1980): 98-99.



® Gioan Phaolé 11, Evangelium Vitae: Gia Tri va Tinh Bdt Kha Xam Pham Ciia Sy Séng Con Nguoi.
Thong di€p ngay 25-03-1995. Béan tiéng Anh Evangelium Vitae: On the Value and Inviolability of
Human Life. (Vatican City: Librebria Editrice Vaticana, 1995), A4S 87 (1995): 401-522.

Trong ph%n 16n nhiing gi ngai soan thdo, dic biét 1a thong diép Evangelium Vitae
(Tin Mirng Sw Séng), Ptrc Thanh Cha nai vao pham gia con ngudi dé nghiém cam sy
tham gia tich cuc vao an tir. Khi viét vé& nhan phadm va quyén tu quyét, Ptrc Thanh
Cha dudng nhu d3 khai thac tu twéng cia Kant vé nhan vi nhu 1 ctru canh® khi ngai
cho rang ¥ tudng vé nhan pham cé bao ham nhiing hang rao han ché. Poi hoi vé nhan
pham c6 tac dung nhu su han ché khong nhitng ddi véi nhitng gi ma ngudi khac c6 thé
lam cho minh ma con ddi v6i nhiing gi minh ¢6 thé 1am cho chinh minh nita. Quyén tu
quyét ctia con nguoi dugc kiém soat boi chan 1y vé nhan pham.

Nhu 13 két qua ctia suy tu Ay, trong thong diép Tin Mirng Sy Séng, Ptc Gido Hoang
Gioan Phaol6 II tap trung cach dic biét vao nhitng van dé thuc tién lién quan dén tinh
thanh thiéng ctia su sbng con ngudi nhu pha thai, an tir, 4n tr hinh. Khi giri thong diép
ctia minh dén véi “tit ca moi ngudi thién chi,”® DPic Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold 1T kéu
goi ngudi doc hiy co suy tu luan 1y sdu sic hon nita. Ngai con thuc giuc moi ngudi hay
tham dinh “vin hoa sy chét” dang 16n manh va dé chéng lai nd, hdy ung hd cho “van
hoa su séng.”®

2 Quan diém nay rat pht hop v6i Tuyén Ngén Quéc Té Vé Nhdan Quyén duge Dai Hoi Pong Lién Hiép
Quéc thong qua va cong bd theo Nghi Quyét 217 A (I1I) ngay 10-12-1948. Dai Hoi Dong kién quyét
chu trwong rang “su thira nhan nhan phdm von ¢, cac quyén binh ding va bat kha chuyén nhuong
ctia moi thanh vién trong gia dinh nhan loai la co s cho tu do, cong bang va hoa binh trén thé gidi.”
Xem Loi Néi Dau ciia Tuyén Ngén Quéc Té Vé Nhin Quyén. Co thé tai xuéng Tuyén Ngon nay & dia
chi  http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html. V4 ban vin bang tiéng Viét c6 &
http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/lang/vie.pdf.

® Péi véi Immanuel Kant, “ta phai cu xtr véi mi nhan vi nhu 13 ctiru canh chir ding bao gio chi nhu
phuong tién ma théi.” Tham chiéu Tom L. Beauchamp va LeRoy Walter, chu bién, Contemporary

Issues in Bioethics, Third Edition (Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1989), tr.
4

® Evangelium Vitae, s6 5, 74,91.

® Kevin Wm. Wildes va Alan C. Mitchell, chu bién, Choosing Life: A Dialogue on Evangelium Vitae.
(Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1997).


http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html
http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html

Vi thé trong phan ndy, chung t6i xin phat biéu rang sy doi hoi vé nhan pham la
trung tAm cta nhiéu 1ap trudng ludn 1y dugce cong bd trong thong diép Tin Mimg S
Séng. Do d6 ching t6i xin dung thong diép nay nhu diém tham chiéu chinh yéu,” ngd
hau thay 13 cac luan ctr dd dugc than hoc luan Iy Cong Giéo trinh bay dua trén 1y tri va
duc tin nhu thé nao. Noi cach khac, cac luan clr ndy mang tinh triét hoc va than hoc ra
sao?

1. CAC LUAN CU PUQC TRINH BAY BOI THAN HQC LUAN LY CONG
GIAO, O KHIA CANH NAO PA PUQC DUA TREN LY TRi?

Duong nhu c6 hai ludn ctr ciing hoat dong trong théng diép Tin Mirng Sy Séng.
Chiing dan xen v6i nhau va khong thé tach roi ra mot cach hoan toan.'? Tuy nhién, dé
tién phén tich va trinh bay cho rd rang, ta nén cb ging tach roi chung ra. Luén ct thu
nhat c6 thé goi 1a “ludn ctr suy 1y” (reasoned argument) hay “luén c@ triét hoc”
(philosophical argument). Vi thong diép nham giri dén moi ngudi thanh tim va thién
chi nén ta c6 thé xem xét cac ludn ctr ctia thong diép trong khuon kho triét hoc. Nghia
1a nguoi ta co thé hiéu duoc luan cir ndy ma khong cin nai dén hay dya vao duc tin
Cong Gi4o."> Nguoi Céng Gido ludn nhin nhin rang con ngudi cé thé bang 1y tri tu
nhién ma nhén biét dugc cac chan 1y vé Thién Chua va luan 1y.'

Luén ctr thir hai c6 thé goi 13 “luan ctr than hoc” (theological argument)'® vi céc
14p luan cidn ban cta nd c¢6 nén tang 1a Thanh Kinh, Thanh Truyén'® va huan quyén cua
Gido Hoi."”

cho thanh Phér6 va cac Pang Ké Vi ngai, trong sur hiép thong véi cac Giam Muc ctuia Hot Thanh Cong
Gido, t6i xac dinh rang hanh vi an tir 1a su 16 pham ning né luat cia Thién Chaa.” (EV, s6 65).

12 Theo Kaczor, khong thé néi mot cach dé dai rang c6 mau thudn giira dirc tin va 1y tri, giita than

hoc va triét hoc, gitra tri thirc ton gido va tri thirc thé tuc. Xem Christopher Kaczor, “Faith and Reason
and Physician-Assisted Suicide.” Christian Bioethics 4 (1998): 183-201.

7 Nhiéu tac gia trong sach Choosing Life (Kevin Wildes va Alan Mitchell chii bién) nhan dinh ring
cac luan cir luan 1y trong Evangelium Vitae khong thé & ngoai su quan tim cta ngudi Cong Gido hodc
cac thiét ché ty nhan 1a Cong Giao, boi 18 day 1a mot thong diép ciia Dirc Thanh Cha, duoc ngai cong
bb bang ngdn tir manh mé nhit va uy quyén nhét: “Do thim quyén ma Dt Kitd d ban



13 Tir 1au, truyén thong than hoc Cong Gido van phén chia toan thé luat luan 1y ra thanh thién luat

(cac chan ly mac khai) va luat ty nhién (cac chan ly khong do mac khai). Con ngudi linh hoi dugce
thién luat 1a do Thién Chua t6 cho biét (tirc qua Kinh Thanh hoic mac khai). Luét ty nhién duoc con
ngudi hoc biét khong do su mac khai ciia Thién Chua (tirc bang 1y tri nhan loai). Xem Frank Mobbs,
“Is the Whole of Morality Contained in Revelation?” Irish Theological Quarterly 66 (2001): 157164.

14 Thanh Phaol6 tin ring c¢6 mot luat duoc ghi khic trong 1ong con ngudi (Rm 2:14-16) ngd hau

con ngudi cd thé kham pha ra né nho vao 1y tri ty nhién. Y twong nay ciing dugc khang dinh & Cong
ddng Vatican I va trong thong diép Veritatis Splendor cua Ptic Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold II.

15 Xem John Langan, “Catholic Moral Rationalism and the Philisophical Bases of Moral

Theology,” Theological Studies 50 (1989): 25-43.
2. TON TRONG NHAN PHAM: MQT LUAN CU TRIET HQC

THE DIGNITY OF THE
HUMAN PERSON

by Carl E. Olson

JOHN PAUL II's TEACHING ON DIVINIZATION IN THE TRINITARIAN ENCYCLICALS

Trong thong diép Evangelium Vitae (Tin Mirng Sy Séng), Pic Thanh Cha Gioan
Phaold II coi sy phat trién cua nhitng suy tu chinh chan vé cac van dé dao duc hién nay,
lién quan dén sy song nhu 13 mot dau hiéu ctia niém hy vong (EV, s6 27). Nhung dong
thoi, ngai cling nhan ra mdi nguy hiém ctia nhitng luan ¢ luan 1y sai 1am hay

16 Theo McNamara, Thanh Truyén (Tradition) khong chi c6 nghia don thuan 1a cac tap tuc phung

vu va van hoa ké thira ma dang ra la sy hién dién nhu 161 da phén hira cuia Chtiia Thanh Than véi su
huéng dan va tham quyén duoc dién ta qua Gido Hoi, nhét 1a qua sy day db cia Hun Quyén
(Magisterium). Thanh Kinh duogc coi 1a 161 ciia Thién Chaa dugce linh tng cho con ngudi, nhung con
nguoi hé tai vao Thanh Kinh theo nhiing hinh thtrc khac nhau: a) Thanh Kinh c¢6 thé duge xem nhu
mac khai c6 tham quyén vé cac gia tri lun 1y, va b) C6 thé cin ctr vao Thanh Kinh nhu ngudn dirc tin
Kit6 gido, ma dic tin thi ham chtra cach sdng cu thé cho Kitd hiru. Xem McNamara, Faith and
Ethics: Recent Roman Catholicism. (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1985), tr. 966.
Tham chiéu G. Kevin Donovan, “Decisions at the End of Life: Catholic Tradition,” Christian Bioethics
4 (1997): 202; H. Tristram Engelhardt ciing by to mot quan diém tuwong tu: theo ong, Thanh Truyén



khong chi 1a lich st khau truyén. Thanh Truyén nghia 1 Chtia Thanh Than tiép tuc hién dién trong
Gido Hoi vbn duge hudng su ké vi tong truyén, khong phai bang su lién tuc ké vi cia cc vi giam
quan thoi cac Tong Do nhung béng mdt cong doan vira c6 phuong tu dich thyc vira c6 duc tin chan
chinh dudi quyén dan dit cta cac giam muc ké vi. Thanh Truyén 1a mot trong nhiing diéu ma Gio
Hoi duge Chua Thanh Than ban cho. Vi thé Thanh Truyén khong bao gio 13 san nghiép cua nhiing
ngudi khong co duc tin. Su hién dién ctia Chtia Thanh Than, tic su toan ven cta Thanh truyén, ngin
ngira sy phét trién ctia nhitng gido thuyét méi ngd hau tinh chat cong gido cua Gido Hoi duoc gin gitr
chéng lai lac thuyét. Vi thé, “Thanh Truyén la su hién dién lién 1i cia Chtia Thanh Than chtr khong
chi 1a su ghi nhé nhitng 101 nhiing chir.” Xem H. Tristram Engelhardt, Jr., “Physician-Assisted Suicide
Reconsidered: Dying as a Christian in a Post-Christian Age.” Christian Bioethics 4 (1998): 164. Phan
tich day dii vé Thanh Truyén, xin xem Brian V. Johnstone, C.Ss.R., “Can Tradition Be a Source of
Moral Truth? A Reply to Karl-Wilhelm Merks.” Studia Moralia XXXVII/2 (1999): 431-451.

17 John J. Conley, S.J., “Narrative, Act, Structure: John Paul II's Method of Moral Analysis,”
trong Kevin Wm. Wildes va Alan C. Mitchell, chu bién, Choosing Life: A Dialogue on Evangelium
Vitae.

(Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1997), tr. 3-20.

méo m6 khi ching bién minh cho mhimg hanh vi di nguoc lai véi nhitng nén tang cia
luan 1y c6 trong Thanh Kinh va luét ty nhién. Vi thé, Evangelium Vitae 13 mot dap Gmg
manh 1iét va pha dinh trude cha truong ngay cang phd bién va duogc tng ho, rang trong
mot s hoan canh, nguoi ta c6 thé chdm dit mang sdng cua nhitng ngudi mic phai
nhimg cin bénh vo phuong chita tri hay trim trong, thé theo 101 yéu cau tu nguyén, rang
bénh nhan c6 thé dugc “tro giup” bang cach cung cip phuong tién dé ho tu gy ra cai
chét cho minh hay ti két lidu mang sdng cta ho. Trudc nhitng chi truong nay, thong
diép Tin Mirng Su Song - Evangelium Vitae (sb 65-77) dap lai rang an tir va trg tir luon
luon 1a trai luan Iy mot cach dut khoat, ndi tai va khong cé mién trir. Puc Thanh Cha
Gioan Phaol6 II dinh nghia an tir 1a “mot hanh vi hodc su bat thc ma, do nd va do y dinh,
gay ra cai chét nham muc dich loai trir (hay cham dit) moi dau kho” (EV, sb 65). Loi
két an nay, “dua trén luat ty nhién va 10i dugc ghi chép cua Thién Chua, nay dugc truyén
thong Gido Hoi cong bd va duoc truyén day boi Huan

Quyén thong thuong va phd quat” (EV, s 66). N6 ciing ap dung cho hanh vi tu t (EV,
s6 66). Loi két an nay khong c¢6 mién trir (EV, s6 57). Khong hoan canh nao, dong co
nao hay loi ich gia dinh nao, c6 thé bién minh cho mot hanh vi von 1a sy dit ndi tai (hay
con goi 1a sy x4u tu ban chét — intrinsic evil).



Lap luan cua Evangelium Vitae dat nén tang can ctr vao Thanh Kinh va luat tu
nhién.® Evangelium Vitae cho rang hanh vi két liéu mang sdng con ngudi 12 su dit noi
tai, vi n6 ddi nghich voi quyén chu té caa Thién Chaa. Thién Chua dung nén su sdng
con ngudi va ban cho con ngudi quyén quan 1y su séng chir khong phai quyén 1am cha
tuyét d6i.° Su sé)ng con ngudi c6 mot phélm gia ddc biét vi con nguoi dugce tao dung
giéng hinh dnh Thién Chta. Vay con ngudi nhan dugc mot cai gi dé thudc vé su doc
d4o cua chinh Thién Chua® va c6 mot pham gia bat kha xam pham. C6 ¥ cham dut
mang song 1 xic pham dén tac dong sang tao ciua Thién Chua, 12 18i pham dén thanh y
va luat cua Ngai. Theo gido 1y vé luat tu nhién, tri 6c con nguoi co thé nhan biét duogc
thanh ¥ va luat cia Thién Chuia nho vao 1y tri cling nhu duc tin. 1t

D61 véi nguoi Cong Gido va céc tin hitu khéac thude Kitd giao cling nhu mot s6 16n
nguoi Do Thai va Hoi Gido, luan ctr nay c6 sttc nang va tinh thuyét phuc. D61 véi nguoi

8 Xem James F. Keenan, S.J., “The Moral Argumentation of Evangelium Vitae,” trong Kevin Wm.
Wildes va Alan C. Mitchell, chu bién, Choosing Life: A Dialogue on Evangelium Vitae. (Washington,
D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1997), tr. 46-62; xem thém Alan C. Mitchell, “The Use of
Scripture in Evangelium Vitae,” trong Kevin Wm. Wildes va Alan C. Mitchell, chu bién, Choosing
Life: A Dialogue on Evangelium Vitae. (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1997), tr.
63-70.

° Piém nén tang vé quyén quan Iy nhu sau: con ngudi duoc giao phd cho viée chiam soc va ton trong
nhimg ting vat cta Thién Chua. Ting vat nay c6 thé dudi hinh thirc 1a sy sdng va than xac cua ta.
Tang vat ciing c6 thé 13 & noi sy hién dién cua tha nhan. Ta xdy dung nhimng méi quan hé va nhiing
giao udc voi tha nhan tir sy binh dang va doc 1ap ddi véi nhau. Nhu véy, trach nhiém cua quyén quan
1y budc ta phai tra 1€, khong nhitng trudc mat Thién Chua ma con trude mat tha nhan nira. Xem
Courtney S. Campbell, “Religious Ethics and Active Euthanasia in a Pluralistic Society,” Kennedy
Institute of Ethics Journal 2 (1992): 268.

10 Kinh Thanh day rang con nguoi duoc tao dung “giéng hinh dnh Thién Chua” nén c6 thé nhan biét
va yéu mén Déng tao dung nén minh va dugc Thién Chua dit lam thu tao vuot trén hét moi thu tao
tran gian (Kn 1:26) dé ho cai quan moi thu tao va sir dung ching trong khi 1am rang danh Thién Chua,
nhu 101 Thanh Vinh 8: “Con ngudi 1 chi ma Chiia can nhd dén, pham nhan 1a gi ma Chua phai ban
tam? Chua cho con nguoi chang thua kém than linh 1a miy, ban vinh quang danh dy 1am mii triéu
thién, cho lam chu cong trinh tay Chuia séng tao, dit mudn loai muon sy dudi chan.” (Tv 8:5-8).

11 Edmund D. Pellegrino, “Evangelium Vitae, Euthanasia, and Physician-Assisted Suicide,” trong
Kevin Wm. Wildes & Alan C. Mitchell, chu bién, Choosing Life: A Dialogue on Evangelium Vitae.
(Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1997), tr. 240.



chu trwong vo than hay theo thuyét bat kha tri (agnostics),’? luan cr nay khong thuyét
phuc chit nao. That vay, nguén géc cua ludn ctr dua vao thién luat s€ dugc coi 1a khong
thé chip nhan dugc. Nhitng nguoi ndy s& thic méc tai sao viée két lidu mang sdng véi
y dinh giai thoat dau kho lai 1a hanh vi sai trai ngay tir dau. Vé diém nay, Leon Kass d3
xay dung mot luan cu rat manh m& chi dya trén nén tang triét hoc ma thdi dé dua ra
nhimg 1y do ma no6 da khong duoc trién khai trong Evangelium Vitae. Luan ¢t clia 6ng
cho thay rang sy ich loi ctia an tir va tro tir chi 13 o tuong.'®

Ong néu cau hoéi: “Sy toan ven (wholeness) va su chita tri ¢d song hanh dugc véi
su ¢ ¥ giét chét bénh nhan hay khéng? Ta c6 thé dem lai loi ich cho bénh nhén, xét nhu
mot toan thé, bang cach lam cho bénh nhéan 4y chét di chang?”** T4t nhién 14 c6 kho
khan vé luan 1y hoc (16-gic): lam sao diéu 1gi ich c6 thé danh cho mét con nguoi khi
con nguoi d6 khong con hién hitu nita? Nhung sai 1am khong chi nam & luan 1y hoc:
khi ta ¢ y dinh va ra tay hanh dong vi loi ich cta ai d6 thi doi hoi nguoi d6 phai tiép
tuc tOn tai dé don nhan loi ich ay. DAy phai 1a khoi diém khi thao luan ban bac vé moi
loi ich y té ctia bénh nhan: khéng thé ¢o loi ich néu khong c6 ngudi hudng loi ich Ay.

Chdng lai quan diém nay, chic chin s& c6 ngudi néu ra nhitng truong hop gai goc.
Ngudi bénh trim trong phuc vu boi than xac clia minh, nhung nay anh ta khong thé chiu
ndi canh sdng trong than xac nay nita vi nd loang 16 ung thu va day dau dén. “Chu
nhan” ctia than xac hoang hdt phan ddi va nhat muc doi dugc giai thoat khoi than xac
nay. Chang 1& con ngudi “bén trong than xac” khong duoc phép 1én tiéng phan dbi tat
ca moi thir khac ctia than xac va yéu cau duoc chét vi nhimng 1y do “riéng tu”? Du cam
thong dén may trude nhitng yéu cau nay, ta cling phai thiy ring ching khong hop 1y.
Khong thé chap nhan tu tudng nhi nguyén con ngudi-than xac nhu thé. Chi trong than

12 Chii thich ctia tac gia: Agnostic / Agnosticism: 1a nguoi hay thuyét chu truong cho rang, nguyén
nhan t6i hau (ngu y Thién Chutia) va nhiing ban chét noi tai cua su vat thi khong thé biét dugc, cling
nhu tri thire cua con ngudi thi hitu han dé xac nghiém. L& do, ho khéng dinh réng: khong c6 gi 1a xac
thuc vé tri thirc, su hiéu biét ctia con ngudi c6 tinh cach tuong ddi, chir khong tuyét ddi.

13 Xem Leon Kass, “Why Doctor Must Not Kill,” trong Michael M. Uhlmann, chu bién, Last Rights?

Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia Debated. (Washington. D.C.: Ethics and Public Policy Center, 1998),
tr. 297-306.

148dd., tr. 302.
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xac song dong thi “nhan tinh” (personhood) méi biéu 16 ra duoc trén ¢di doi nay; nhitng
chtrc ning tri tué thuong ding nhat ciia chung ta dugc nang d bang, va khong thé tach
roi khoi, nhimg thanh phan ha dang nhu sy chuyén hoa thirc dn (metabolism), ho hap,
tudn hoan. C6 thé mau khong co ¥ thirc, nhung chic chén y thirc khong thé thiéu mau.
Vay con ngudi yéu cau dugc chét dé phuc vu cho nhén tinh chang khac nao cai cay doi
duogc cit lia ré vi sy phat trién cua trai cdy trén cao. Khong thay thudc nao tn tAm vi
loi ich ctia bénh nhan lai ¢6 thé phuc vu bénh nhan xét nhu mot nhan vi béng cach chdi
b6 va hity hoai cai thé hién nhan vi'® ciia bénh nhan.'® N6i 16 hon, hanh vi dem lai hu
v6 thi khong tuong thich v6i hanh vi phuc vu con ngudi trong toan thé: bac si khong
thé chita tri hay xoa diu béng cach hu vo héa bénh nhan, nghia 1a giét chét bénh nhan.
Nguoi chira tri khong thé hay hoai hodc giét chét néu that long chira tri. Nguoi thay
thudc kiém luén vai tro ngudi thi hanh an tr 1 cd mot sy tu mau thuan chét nguoi.

3. KHAI NIEM NHAN PHAM

Theo Immanuel Kant, phdm gia con nguoi (nhan pham) 12 tién dé cho bat ct diéu
gl ¢6 gia tri. V& 16-gic, su sdng va pham gia con ngudi 1a c¢6 gia tri. Pham gia chang
phai 13 mot gia trj trong sd nhimg gia trj khic, ma dang ra né 1a “ngudn” gia tri.’ L&
d6, pham gia cho thay mét diéu 1 nd khong thudc quyén tuy tién st dung ctia bat cir ai
hay bat ctr vat gi. Vi thé hiy diét ngudi khac 14 hanh vi mau thun, cho du nguoi 4y yéu
cau rd rang mong duoc chét. P6 1a Iy do khién Callahan di timg goi an tir 13 “quyén tu

quyét tro thanh con dién cudng.”®

Két qua 1a ngudi ta hi€u rang nhan pham c6 tam quan trong cho nhitng han ché vé
luan Iy dugc rat ra tr ndé. Nhan pham doi héi rang moéi con nguoi phai duge doi xu voi

15 Chu thich: “cai thé hién nhan vi” chua dich thoat hét dugc personal embodiment cla tac gia, rat v
nhi. Ching t61 c6 nghi dén “hién than cua nhan vi” (than = body) nhung cach dich nhu thé trong ngtr
canh nay khong thich hop.

10.8dd., tr. 303.

17 Xem Hadley V. Arkes, “The Rights to Die — Again” trong Michael M. Uhlmann, chu bién, Last
Rights? Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia Debated. (Washington. D.C.: Ethics and Public Policy
Center, 1998), tr. 97-104.

18 Daniel Callahan, “When Self-Determination Runs Amok.” Hastings Center Report 22 (Thang
34/1992): 52-55.
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10ng ton trong chtr khong nhu mot d6 vat hay mot phuong tién. Tuy nhién, kho khin &
chd 13 hién nay c6 nhiéu quan diém khac nhau khi tim xem cai gi lam nén “pham gia
con ngudi”!® Ciing c6 nhitng quan diém khac nhau lién quan dén pham vi va ndi dung
cua yéu sach vé nhan phém. Vi dy, theo Helmut Thielicke, “gia tri v han” ciia nhan
vi thi khéng tinh toan duogc, khong 14y tiéu chuin gi ma do luong duoc,? boi 18 nd
khong nam & bét cr pham chit ndi tai ndo ctia con nguoi, nhung tyu trung ¢ didu nay
la ching ta dugc Thién Chua tao tac va ctu chudc. Gia tri cia chung ta la do tinh yéu
thwong ciia Thién Chiia ban cho. Vay gia tri hay pham gia cua con nguoi 1a “alien
dignity”? duoc ban cho trong méi quan hé giita con nguoi voi Thién Chiia. Chinh hinh
anh cta Thién Chua & noi chung ta da dem lai cho chung ta pham gia chuyén nhuong.
Vi thé, n6i dén “hinh anh Thién Chua” 14 néi dén tinh yéu ctia Ngai danh cho chung ta.
Thién Chua tao dung chung ta trong tinh yéu, moi goi chung ta trong tinh yéu va ban
cho chiing ta gia tri con ngudi. Do d6, khi ta néi gia tri con ngudi nhu 13 “pham gia
chuyén nhuong” thi chuyén nhuong ¢ day cé y néi rang phidm gia ma ching ta co dén
tir Thién Chta. Pham gia chuyén nhugng dugc bién minh noi Thién Chua va bai Thién
Chuia, Pang dd ban n6 cho chiing ta. Vay theo 101 Thielicke, néi dén pham gia chuyén
nhuong cia con nguoi 1a néi dén gia tri vo han cta con ngudi, 12 ndéi dén mdi quan hé
ctia con nguoi vi Thién Chaa va néi dén tinh yéu thuong ctia Thién Chaa ludn ap u

19 Xem “Diverse concezioni della dignita della persona umana — Nhitng khai niém khac nhau vé pham
gi4 con ngudi.” Bai viét ndy trich tir tai liéu soan thao ctia Uy Ban Than Hoc Qubc Té, nhan dé:
“Dignita e diritti della persona umana — Phim gi4 va cac quyén cua con ngudi.” (1984). Tham chiéu
Francesco Compagnoni, I Diritti dell’ Uomo: Genesi, Storia e Impegno Cristiano. (Milano: Edizioni
San Paolo, 1995), tr. 260-280, & tr. 263-4.

20 Xem Helmut Thielicke, “The Doctor as Judge of Who Shall Live and Who Shall Die,” trong
Kenneth Vaux, cha bién, Who Shall Live? Medicine, Technology, Ethics. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1970), tr. 170.

21 Khi ban vé gia tri con nguoi 1a “alien dignity” (tam dich 1a pham gia chuyén nhuong), diéu d6 co
y 14 n6 dén tir bén ngoai toi chir khong phat khoi tir trong t6i. Nhung theo Thielicke, né dong thoi
ciing 1a mot phan thiét yéu cua toan bd con nguoi cta t6i. Vi pham gia dugc ban cho toi ngay tir khi
Thién Chuia tao dung nén t6i, va vi phém gia dugc Thién Chuia ban cho tir khoi thuy do long thuong
yéu, nén no ludén ludn & vai to1, nod 1a cua tdi mot cach gén bo, n6 thuc su 1a cua toé1 nhu moi dac tinh
khac ctia t6i va con bén virg hon nhiéu. Hon nita, vi phdm gia con ngudi 1a do “chuyén nhuong” nén
con ngudi khong can phai dat 1iy né, né ciing khong bi mét bao gio. N6 khong tiy thudc vao
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con ngudi.?? Trai lai, mot s quan diém vé nhan pham lai dwa vao gia tri x3 hoi ctia con
ngudi.? Mot sé quan diém khac bién luan rang: pham gia con ngudi dugce thiét 1ap noi
kha ning cua sy tu do. Mot quan diém khac nita dit pham gia con ngudi vao kha ning
cta 1y tri.?* Vi dy, trong cudc tranh ludn vé tro tir, c6 nhitng nguoi bién luin ring viéc
nghiém cAm tro tir 1a hanh vi két 4n cho bénh nhan hap héi phai chiu nhitng dau don va
kho s khong can thiét, va nhu thé 14 xtc pham dén pham gia con nguoi.? Trong khi
d6 lai c6 nguoi cho rang

mau da, phai tinh, tri khon hay cong trang ctia t6i. Chinh vi n6 1a gia tri “chuyén nhuong” nén toi
khong thé dem né cho ai va cling khong ai 1dy mét no cia toi duge. N6 khong thé x6a mo vi 1a mot
ddu 4n cia tinh yéu Thién Chua thAm nhuan tin cdt tiy cudc sinh ton cta toi. Vi pham gia chuyén
nhu’cmg ctia con ngu’ol chi 1¢ thuoc vao tinh yéu Thién Chua, va vi tinh yéu Thién Chta chung thuy,
vitng bén nén pham gia ctia mdi con nguol cung bén Vu'ng, khong phai lat. Vi thé khi ban vé “pham
gi4 chuyén nhuong” 1a cach xtng hop nhat dé bao dam nén tang gia tri khong thé chuyén nhuong cia
mdi nhan vi. That vy, phdm gia chuyén nhuong bao vé con ngudi. Con ngudi duoc bat kha xam
pham. V& ngudn gbc va ¥ nghia ctia “pham gia chuyén nhuong” trong tu tuéng cua Thielicke, xin xem
mot tiéu luan 1y thu cta Karen Lebacqz, “Alien Dignity: The Legacy of Helmut Thielicke for
Bioethics” trong Neil Messer, chu bién, Theological Issues in Bioethics. (London: Longman, Darton
& Todd, 2002), tr. 50-62.

tham gia vao trg tir cling 13 xtic pham dén pham gia con ngudi.?® Tuy chdm ngdn cia
Kant, “ta phai cu xr véi moi nhan vi nhu 1a muc dich (ctru cdnh) chir dung bao gio chi

22 8dd., tr. 51.

23 Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1991), tr. 63.

24 Vi du phai Khac Ky (Stoics) chii truong rang pham gia con ngudi 1 & kha nang cia 1y tri. Khong c6
kha ning cua 1y tri thi khéng c6 pham gia con nguoi.

25 Vi du, Magaret Pabst Battin, “Ethical Issues in the Physician-Assisted Suicide.” Trong Michael M.
Uhlmann, chu bién, Last Rights? Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia Debated. (Washington, D.C.:
Ethics and Public Policy Center, 1998), tr. 114-115; Helga Kuhse, “Why Killing Is Not Always Worse
- and Sometimes Better - Than Letting Die” trong Helga Kuhse va Peter Singer, chu bién, Bioethics:
An Anthology. (United Kingdom: Blackwell Publishers Ltd., 1999), tr. 236-239.

28 Tuyén Ngén Vé An Ti
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nhu phuong tién ma thoi,”?” khién ta c6 thé co duoc sy ton trong va ton kinh d6i véi
pham gia con ngudi, nhung doéng gbp ctia Kant vé nhan pham lai ¢6 tinh tiéu cuc, nhan
manh dén su nghiém cdm viéc st dung con ngudi nhu phuong tién. Trong khi d6 ¢ triét
hoc nhéan ban, theo thuyét nhin vi (personalism) ctia Pirc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold
I1, “con ngudi c6 gia tri, Iy do don gian, vi ngudi Ay 1a mét nhéan vi.”?® Khang dinh
mang tinh tich cuc nay vé phdm gia con ngudi dd hoan toan vuot qua nhitng danh gia
clia con ngudi chiing ta vé pham gia ay. Nhan pham chinh 13 khai niém dwoc Pire
Thianh Cha Gioan Phaolé IT nhin manh trong thong diép diu tién ciia ngai,
Redemptoris Hominis (Pédng Ciru Chudc Con Ngwoi) va duge nhic lai trong tong huan
Christifideles Laici (Nguwoi Tin Hitu Gido Ddn), s6 38 va trong thong diép Centesimus
Annus (Dé Bach Nién), s6 39.% Vi thé, trong sudt ca thong diép Evangelium Vitae, Puic
Thanh Cha Gioan Phaold II nai vao phidm gia con ngudi nhu nhitng han ché kim him
khi con nguoi ddi xir v6i tha nhan va véi chinh ban than minh. Vay sw song dwoc ban
cho tinh thanh thiéng va bat kha xAm pham, phan anh sy bat kha xAm pham ciia
chinh Pang Tao Hoa (EV, s6 53). Pham gia con ngudi thuong duoc néu ra hoa chung
v6i tinh thanh thiéng va bat kha xAm pham 13 nhimg diém ma ching ta s& cha y dén
ngay sau day.

27 Tham chiéu Tom L. Beauchamp va LeRoy Walter, chi bién, Contemporary Issues in Bioethics, 3
Edition (Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1989), tr. 24. Ménh Iénh nay nhén
manh rang ta phai ddi xtr voi tha nhan nhu nhimg con ngudi ¢ nhig muc dich riéng cta ho duoc
1ap ra mot cach tu quyét, chtr khong bao gio dugce ddi xtr véi ho chi nhu nhitng phuong tién dé ta dat
duoc muc dich riéng ctia minh.

28 John Paul II, Crossing the Threshold of Hope (Buéc Qua Ngudng Cira Hy Vong) (New York: Alfred
Knopf, 1994), tr. 202, Vittorio Missore chu bién.

2% Xem Redemptoris Hominis (Pang Citu Chuéc Con Nguoi), so 10, Thong Diép, ngay 4-3-1979,
trong The Pope Speaks 24 (1979): 97-147; Christifideles Laici (Nguoi Tin Hitu Gido Ddn), sb 38,
Tong Huén, ngay 30-12-1988, trong The Pope Speaks 34 (1989): 1103-1168; Centesimus Annus (Pé
Bdch Nién), s6 39, Thong Diép Xa Hoi, ngay 2-5-1991, trong The Pope Speaks 36 (1991): 273-310.
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4. TINH BAT KHA XAM PHAM SU SONG: MOT SUY TU MOI VE LUAN
LY.

Ngoai luan ctr vé quyén chu té ctia Thién Chuaa, Ptrc Giao Hoang Gioan Phaol6 II con
cho ching ta mot cach xem xét khac vé viéc bdo vé su song.>° Trong dién tir “Ton Vinh
Su Song” doc tai Ba-lan, ngai da phat bi€éu nhu sau:

Gi4do HoO1 bdo v¢ quyén dugc song, khong nhitng vi c6 lién quan dén Tao Hoa,
Pang ban sy song ndy, ma con vi ton trong su thién hao thi€t yéu ctia nhan vi con
nguoi. 3t

Sy thién hao thiét yéu ctia nhan vi di tré nén ndi bat hon theo giong thoi gian cta
triéu dai Pac Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold II. N6 thuong xuat hién khi ngai noi dén sy
thanh thiéng ctia sy séng.%? Trong cac vin Kkién ciia Pirc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold
I, luén ct tinh thanh thiéng ciia sw song c6 vi tri trung tim. Nam 1987, trong tong

30 Cach 1ap luan “truyén thong” vé viéc duy tri su sdng dugc dit trén nén tang niém tin rang Thién
Chua 1a tac gia cua su sdng va sy chét, va Ngai danh quyén 1am chu sy séng con ngudi cho chinh
minh Ngai. Vi thé bat ¢t hanh vi ndo nham truc tiép chim dut mang sdng con ngudi ciing déu 16i
pham dén dic quyén cta Thién Chua, tic tiém quyén Ngai (xem Ptc Gido Hoang Pi6 XI, Casti
Connubii, Thong Diép, ngay 31-13-1930 trong A4S 22 (1930): 539-592). James Keenan da phé binh
chu truong nay vi 6ng cho rang chu truong nhu thé gay ra sy kho chiu. Trude hét, chi truong nay goi
ra mot cai nhin di thudng vé Thién Chua vi n6 danh cho Thién Chua cong viée giét ngum trong bao
cong vi¢c khac. Quan trong hon nira, chu truong nay chang khac gi luat 16 kim him cta than hnh tuc
la n6 khong co lap luan g1 de chdng lai Vlec giét chét nguoi vo t6i ma chi chi tuyen b ludt cAm roi
thoi. Keenan cho ring rat can phai ban lai vé nhirng hiéu qua cta viéc xay dung nén tang 1y luan khi
dua ra chu truong cam giét chét bénh nhan bang cach noi truyén 1énh cia than linh. Xem James F.
Keenan, S.J., “The Moral Argumentation of Evangelium Vitae.” (Washington D.C.:

Georgetown University Press, 1997), tr. 49. Quan diém nay ciing dugc Gerald Hughes cting chia sé.
Ong nhan dinh rang néu Gido Hoi mudn dap ung duoc sy quan tim ngiy cang manh mé vé nhiing
hanh vi gdy ra cai chét, chang han nhu an tir, thi quyét dinh chdng lai lan song dang cao nay phai dat
nén tang trén co so 1y tri chir khong phai ¥ chi. Xem Gerald Hughes, “Killing and Letting Die.” Month
326 (Thang 2/1975): 42-45.

31 John Paul I, “Celebrate Life.” The Pope Speaks 24 (1979): 371-374, & tr. 372.

32 Nhu x luan bao America nhan dinh: “Dirc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaol6 II d3 c6 duoc co hoi kéu goi
lwong tdm con ngudi bang cach thic doc dao trong lich sir cac tridu dai gido hoang.” America 141
(1979): 185. Tham chiéu Richard A. McCormick, “Notes on Moral Theology, 1979.” Theological
Studies 41 (Thang 3/1980): 98.
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huén Christifideles Laici, Pirc Giao Hoang noi vé quyén bat kha xdm pham ctia su sng
(CL, s6 38). Ngai nhan xét: “Tinh bat kha xdm pham ctia con ngudi, von 1a phan anh
cta tinh bat kha xam pham tuyét ddi cua Thién Chua, tim dugc su
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dién ta cin ban dau tién noi tinh bat kha xam pham cua sy séng con ngudi.”* Khong
c¢6 chd nao Pirc Gido Hoang ndi dén quyén chu té hay cac dic quyén cia Thién Chua.
Pung ra, luan ctr ciia ngai chi ndi rang chung ta 13 hinh anh cta Thién Chuta; ngdi vi
Thién Chua la bat kha xdm pham thi nhan vi con ngudi ciing thé.

Qua thyc, Cong Pong Vatican II trong Hién ché Muc vu vé Gido Hoi Trong Thé
Gi6i Ngay Nay (Gaudium et Spes) di néi rang: pham gia con nguoi (nhan pham) gin
lién v&i moi quan hé ciia con nguoi véi Thién Chiia.®* Vi tat ca moi ngudi “déu c6 mot
tam linh va dugc dung nén giéng hinh anh Thién Chua, ... dugc Chua Kitd ctru chudc,
nén ho déu dugc moi goi nhur nhau va ciing huéng chung mot muc dich noi Thién Chia.
Su binh dang cin ban giita moi ngudi voi nhau phai ngdy cang duoc nhin nhan nhiéu
hon.” (GS, s6 29). Puoc dung nén giéng hinh anh Thién Chta, con nguoi khong c¢o 1ap
nhung ¢6 lién hé véi1 Thién Chua va tha nhan. (GS, sb 12). Chinh su tu hién cua Thién
Chtia cho mdi con ngudi 1a nén tang dé ho c6 pham gia va dugc tén trong.%® Vi nhan
thirc toan dién nay, Ptic Gioan Phaold II viét: “Vay su song con ngudi duge ban cho
tinh cach thanh thiéng va bat kha xAm pham, phan anh tinh bat kha xdm pham cta chinh
DPéng Tao Hoa.” (EV, sb 53).

Tuy nhién, dudng nhu c6 su giang co ndo do trong thong diép nay. Mot mat, su
séng con nguoi ¢ diéu gi d6 noi tai lam cho chinh no trd nén bat kha xam pham. Mat
khéc, diéu éy phat xuét tir Thién Chua Tao Hoa, Bé'mg Chu Té cia su séng. Luén ctr vé
viéc gilr gin sy séng, dua trén gia tri ndi tai ciia con nguoi, da dugc st dung dé tang
cuong luan cit vé Chu té sy séng. Két qua 1a luan ctr vé Chu té su séng bot di vé tuyén
ngdn vé tinh chu té cing dic quyén cua Thién Chua dé ting 1én sy mé ta vé Pang Tao
Hoa. Trong Evangelium Vitae s6 53, hai luan cit nay vang 1én cung mot lic va hd trg
cho nhau: “Thién Chua phan rang Ngai 1a Chua tuyét d6i cta sy sdng con ngudi 1a loai

33 Christifideles Laici, ban tiéng Anh ding trong The Pope Speaks 34 (1989): 103-168.

% Xem Gaudium et Spes,sé 3,19, 26, 27, 29. Ban tiéng Anh trong Vatican Council II: More Post
Conciliar Documents, Vol. 2. Austin Flannery chu bién.

% Xem John Paul 11, Crossing the Threshold of Hope [Buéc Qua Ngudng Cita Hy Vong] (New York:
Alfred Knopf, 1994), tr. 201, Vittorio Missore chu bién, trong Kevin Wm. Wildes va Alan C. Mitchell,
chu bién, Choosing Life: A Dialogue on Evangelium Vitae. (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown
University Press, 1997), tr. 191.
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dugc dung nén gidng hinh anh Ngai (xem St. 1:26-28). Viy su sdng con ngudi duoc
ban cho tinh thanh thiéng va bat kha xdm pham, phan anh tinh bat kha xdm pham cua
chinh Thién Chua.” O day, 1d rang 13 tu than sy séng con ngudi co tinh cach bat kha
xam pham. Vi thé, “su sdng duoc dong ddu 4n khong thé phai md béi mot chan 1y cua
chinh n6” (EV, s6 48). Két qua 1a cudc sdng tran gian ctia mdi con ngudi 13 mot thuc
thé thanh thiéng (EV, s 2) va ngoai ra, do ngudn gbc va muc dich ctua minh, su sdng
con ngudi mang tinh thanh thiéng tir khéi dau dén khi cham dut. Pay ciing 1a quan diém
ctia Thanh B6 Gido Ly Puc Tin dugc khang dinh trong huan thi Donum Vitae (Qua
Tang Sy Song) nim 1987:

Tir lic tuong thai, sy séng ctia mdi con nguoi phai dugc ton trong mot cach tuyét
dbi, vi con nguoi 13 thu tao duy nhat trén trn gian ma Thién Cha di “mubén cho
chinh Ngai” (16) va tdm linh ctia mdi con ngudi duge Thién Chua “tac tao tic
thoi”(17); toan bo hitu thé con ngudi mang hinh anh cua Pang Tao Hoa. Su séng
con ngudi 1a thanh thiéng vi ngay tir diu nd da chta dung “hanh dong sang tao
cua Thién Chaa” (18) va ndé mai muon doi c¢é li€n h¢ dac bigt véi Déng Tao Hoéa,
ctru canh duy nhat cta né. (19) Duy mot minh Thién Chta 1a Cha té sy sdng tir
khi né khoi dau dén khi né chdm dut: khong ai trong bat ctr hoan canh nao dugc
cho minh céi quyén hity hoai truc tiép mot con ngudi vo toi (20).3

Subt thong diép Evangelium Vitae, nhat 13 & phan 2, ta thdy c6 sy mo rong o cac
nén tang cho tinh bat kha xam pham cta sy séng con nguoi. Pay khong chi don thuin
1a néu ra mot quan diém vé tinh thanh thiéng cta sy séng. Triét hoc cia Ptic Gido Hoang
Gioan Phaold II chiu anh huong hién tugng luan (phenomenology) va nhan vi thuyét
(personalism) ciia Max Scheler,% " diéu nay duoc phan anh rd qua thong diép

% Xem Donum Vitae, Phan 5, duéi tiéu dé “Teachings of the Magisterium,” Congregation of the
Doctrine of the Faith, Donum Vitae (22-02-1987), AAS 80 (1988): 70-72. Ban dich tiéng Anh,
Instruction on Respect for Human Life in Its Origin and on the Dignity of Procreation. Trong The
Pope Speaks 32 (1987), tr. 137-156.

37 Ronald Modras, “The Moral Philosophy of John Paul I1.” Theological Studies 41 (1980): 683-697;
George H. Williams, The Mind of John Paul II: Origins of His Thought and Action. (New York:
Seabury, 1981).
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Evangelium Vitae. Theo Puc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold II, nganh triét hoc nay chu
truong rang véi tu cach con ngudi, chiing ta co gia tri ndi tai cuia minh vi chung ta 13
con nguoi.*

Vay mdi nguoi chiing ta duoc moi goi dé nhin thay bén trong su sdng con ngudi
mot ddu an khong thé x6a m& vé tinh thanh thiéng ctia n6.*” That vay, co thé noi rang
buc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaol6 1T da dua mdt luéng sinh khi vao khai niém su thanh
thiéng ctia sy sdng. Bay gio, khai niém nay khong chi noi dén tinh bat kha xdm pham
su sdng con ngudi hodc cac gia tri ctia nd ma thdi, nhung nodi dén nén tang cia tinh bat
kha xdm pham trong mot vai quyén so hitu, hodc trong moéi quan hé hodc mot gia tri
nao d6 ma mdi su sdng con ngudi phai co. Ngai di ding cach néi “tinh thanh thiéng”
dé thiét cdu mot nén tang méi cho giao hudn Cong Gido vé nén dao dirc lién quan dén
hanh vi huy hoai su séng con nguoi, bao gém vi€c pha thai, ty tir va an tu. Do do, vdi
Puc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold II, tinh thanh thiéng cua sy séng dugc phat trién thanh
mot ¥ tudng, trong d6 co sd cho viéc bat kha xAm pham sy sdng con nguoi 1a noi tai,
chtr khong ngoai tai, di v6i su sdng.*®

Trién - Co DPong - Nhimng Lién Hé Trong Cudc Séng. Kim Chi Nam Nghién Ctéru” (Phenomenology
Worldwide. Foundations - Expanding - Dynamics - Life Engagements A Guide for Research and

Study) Trong cudc gip g& ndy, Pirc Thanh Cha di nhan manh dén tim quan trong vé nerng dong gop
cua triét gia Max Scheler, vi Husserl ¢ qua da tung hy vong la s& c6 dugc mot cong ddng nghién ciru
dé dbi dién véi nhu‘ng thé gi6i 16n lao vé con ngudi va sy sdng bang nhitng phuong thirc khac nhau
song twong tic.” Puc Thanh Cha con bay té cam tuong nhu sau: “T6i ta on Chua da cho To6i duoc
tham dy vao cong viéc hao hu’ng nay, bét dau tir nhitng ndm hoc hoi va day hoc rdi ngay ca sau d6
nira, trong nhiing giai doan ndi tiép nhau cta cudc doi ciing nhu cta sit vu muc tir ciia minh.” Pic
Thénh Cha da mé ta hién tugng luan “trudc het 1a mot phong cach suy tu, mot lién hé gitra ly tri véi
thyc tai, mot thyc tai mang nhimng déc tinh cau trac thiét yéu ma ngudi ta hy vong thu tom dugc trong
khi ¢6 tranh nhing dinh kién va dinh h1nh T6i mudn ndi rang n6 hdu nhu 13 mot thai do cua long bac
ai tri thirc (intellectual charity) huéng vé& con ngudi ciing nhu thé gidi va, ddi véi Kitd hitu, hudng vé

* Chii thich vé Max Scheler: Nam 1953, Ptic Gido Hoang Gioan Phaol6 II, bay gio 1a Karol Wojtyla,
da trinh luan an tién si nhan d¢ “Tham Dinh Vé Nhitng Kha Nang Xay Dung Nén Dao Pirc Kito Gido
Duya Trén Hé Thong Ctia Max Scheler” (Evaluation of the Possibilities to Construct Christian Ethics
Based on the System of Max Scheler). Triét gia Max Scheler dugc coi la mon dé xuét sic nhat cua
cta cha dé hién tugng luan 1a Edmund Husserl (1859-1938). Ngay 22-3-2003, Buc Gido Hoang Gioan
Phaol6 II da tiép phéi doan Vién Hién Tugng Luan Thé Gidi, tru s& & Hoa Ky. Céac vi nay dén Roma
dé hop nhan dip trinh bay bo “Hién Tuong Luan Thé Gidi. Nén Tang - Phat
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ca Thién Chua, nguyén ly va ctru canh cia moi su.” - Theo ban tin Zenit 31-06-2003, dia chi internet:
http://arago.cprost.sfu.ca/marcelo/archives/001223.html)

46 John Paul 11, Crossing the Threshold of Hope. (New York: Alfred Knopf, 1994).

4 Pirc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold II néi dén “nhu cau dua Tin Mung Su Séng vao tdm hon ctia moi
ngudi va 1am cho nd tham thiu vao moi thanh phan cia x4 hoi,” do d6 ngai kién tri theo dudi st vu
ctia minh 13 rao giang Tin Mimg cho toan bo nén vin héa bang cach dem st diép ctia cac sach Tin
Mimg dén voi cac van dé ludn 1y quan trong cua thoi dai - cho tit ca moi ngudi, c6 dirc tin ciing
nhu khong c6 die tin. Giao Hoi, ngai noi, “hién hitu dé rao giang Tin Mimg.” (EV, s6 80).

8 Xem John Paul II, Crossing the Threshold of Hope (New York: Alfred Knopf, 1994); xem thém
Joseph Boyle, “Sanctity of Life and Its Implications: Reflections on James Keenan's Essay” trong

KET LUAN

Mic du 1ap luan cta Ptc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold 11 trong Evangelium Vitae c6 thé
duoc bién ho béng luat ty nhién, nhung dao dirc hoc can ban trong 1ap luan ctia ngai co6
thé cing mot lac dit nén tang trén ngudn mach téi thuong cua luan 1y - d6 1a Kinh
Thanh, tirc thién luat hay mac khai.* Pic tinh nay rat khac v6i dic tinh tran thé va xu
hudng bai trir ton gido cta nhiéu nén dao dtrc sinh hoc hién dai. Nhiéu nha dao duc sinh
hoc c6 thé gia nhat cua thoi dai chung ta cling khéng c6 duoc ngudn mach tdi thuong
cho luan 1y ngoai Iy tri, ¥ chi, sy dong tinh va cam tinh.>° Ho coi thuong cac ludn cr ton
gido va khong tin vao nhirng nguoi chu truong cac luén ctr ton gido. Cho du nguoi nao
d6 1ap luan thuan vé triét hoc (tirc khong trung din kinh Thanh, gido huin Gido Hoi hay
cac tu tudng than hoc) thi két luan dua ra ciing bi pht nhan néu ngudi 4y 1a tin dd cua
ton giao hay két luan ctia nguoi ay hoa hop véi gido huin ctia Gido Hoi. St diép cua
Evangelium Vitae tat rd rang, khong lap 10 va khong thoa hiép trong phuong phap lap
luan. Su séng con nguoi c6 tinh thanh thiéng; 1a tdng vat ctia Thién Chua; ching ta la
ngudi quan 1y sy séng chir khong phai 1a chu cia su song. Chung ta khong duge phép
cham dut sy séng mot cach tuy tién, nhu chu ¥ pha thai hay tiém thudc tir vong cho céc
bénh nhan duoc chét ém diu, br:fmg hanh vi an tit, cho du c6 nhiing 1y do hién nhién va
dugc xem nhu 13 hitu ich, vi du nhu dé giai thoat dau kho cho bénh nhan. Chung ta phai
ton trong sur sdng tir giai doan dau tién cua qua trinh phat trién, ngay tir khi trimg duoc
thu tinh cho dén khi su séng chidm dit mot cach tu nhién. Vi thé, chung ta khong dugc
phép két liéu sy séng sém hon, cho du 1a nhan danh 10ng tir bi nhan 4i. Pay 14 gido huan
chinh thic cua Giao hoi Cong gido duoc khang dinh trong huan thi Donum Vitae (Qua
Tang Sw Séng) do Thanh B6 Giao Ly Ptic Tin ban hanh nim 1987:
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Ttr luc tuwong thai, sy séng ciia mdi con ngudi phai dugc ton trong mot cach tuyét
dbi, vi con ngudi 1a thu tao duy nhat trén trin gian ma Thién Chua di “mudn cho
chinh Ngai” (16) va tdm linh ctia mdi con ngudi duoc Thién Chia “tac tao tirc
thoi”(17); toan bd hiru thé con ngudi mang hinh anh cua Pang Tao Hod. Su song

Kevin Wm. Wildes va Alan C. Mitchell, chu bién, Choosing Life: A Dialogue on Evangelium Vitae.
(Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1997), tr. 72-76.

49 Xem John J. Conley, S.J., “Narrative, Act, Structure: John Paul II's Method of Moral Analysis”
trong Kevin Wm. Wildes va Alan C. Mitchell, cha bién, Choosing Life: A Dialogue on Evangelium
Vitae. (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1997), tr. 3-20.

50 Vi dy, xin xem 4 Companion to Bioethics. (Great Britain: Blackwell Publishers, Ltd., 1998),
Helga Kuhse va Peter Singer chu bién.

con nguoi 1a thanh thiéng vi ngay tir diu nd da chta dung “hanh dong sang tao
cua Thién Chaa” (18) va ndé mai muon doi c¢é li€n h¢ dac bi¢t véi Déng Tao Hoéa,
ctru canh duy nhat cta né. (19) Duy mot minh Thién Chua 13 Chu té su sdng tir
khi né khoi dau dén khi né cham dut: khong ai trong bat ctr hoan canh nao dugc
cho minh céi quyén hity hoai truc tiép mot con ngudi vo toi (20).38

Lm Tran Manh Hung, STD.
TAc gia giit ban quyén - Copyright©2025 by the Author.

%8 Xem Donum Vitae, Phan 5, duéi tiéu dé “Teachings of the Magisterium,” Congregation of the
Doctrine of the Faith, Donum Vitae (22-02-1987), AAS 80 (1988): 70-72. Ban dich tiéng Anh,
Instruction on Respect for Human Life in Its Origin and on the Dignity of Procreation. Trong The
Pope Speaks 32 (1987), tr. 137-156.



